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Independent Novel Project

This semester we will be engaged in an independent novel project.  You will choose a novel you want to read and prepare written and creative responses to the book.  Our timeline for the project follows:

1. Nov. 22: Book choices and parent signatures due

2. Dec. 1: Summarize the chapters from the first half of the book
3. Dec. 10: Summarize the chapters from the second half of the book
4. Dec. 13: Begin book projects (Test grade)
5. If you have not chosen an independent novel by November 23 and had it approved by Ms. Williams, you will

complete this assignment based on ______________________.

You may choose one of the following options for the book projects (due Dec. 13):

1. Create a book jacket (11" x 17") that could be used for a hardbound edition of your book. Include an introductory  summary of the story and a brief biography of the author on  the flaps. Your purpose is to persuade readers to buy the book, but you must also be true to the flavor and purpose of the novel. You will want to create a striking illustration for the jacket as well.

2. Create a sculpture, portrait, or some likeness of a particular character from the novel. As some physical aspects demand to be portrayed, be sure to reflect the emotions and personality of your character. Include a paragraph describing your art work, including a quotation from which the project was inspired.
3. Create an 11th grade level diorama of a particular scene from the novel. Pay attention to setting and characters. Include a paragraph describing the particular scene, including a quotation from which the project was inspired.

4. Create an 11th grade level mobile of at least 5 characters from the novel. Include a picture and description of the character on the mobile. Include quotations from which the descriptions were inspired.

5. Imagine that your book is to be made into a movie. You are to design the soundtrack. Create a tape containing at least five (5) songs to match your book. Instrumental music is allowed. Include a paragraph describing how the music relates to the book, including quotations from which some of the selections were inspired.

6. Choose a scene from the novel. Illustrate the scene in the form of a comic strip, lasting at least 10-15 frames.  Utilize color and captions. On the back write the quotation or paragraph from which the project was inspired.
7. Research a concept discussed in the novel - a particular disease, chemical properties of a substance, geographic location, etc. Create a handout that summarizes the information found. Include bibliographies for all sources used. On the back, write a paragraph describing how this topic relates to the novel, including a quotation from which the project was inspired.
8. Make a cartoon of the book or a chapter (at least 8 panels in full color with text.)

9. Draw a scene from the book.  Your drawing will be scored based on how much detail is included.  Make sure you somehow show who the people are in your picture.

10. Write a blues song for a character.  Include a one paragraph explanation after the song of why this song is appropriate for the character.

11. Make a collage of a major theme from the book.  Use clippings from magazines, newspapers, etc.  The collage must be on paper that is at least 8 1/2 x 14 and should include at least 10 different clips.  On the back explain in one paragraph what theme you are representing and what it has to do with your novel.

12. OTHER - Other suggestions must be approved by me by December 10, 2010.

I have chosen to read the following book for my English class:  ______________________________________
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